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the glorious achievements of China's past or present. You do not
have any bitterness at all against the Chinese people. You oppose
only some wrong actions of the Chinese government....
"But if you regard the country known as China or its crores of
people as your enemies, I shall unhesitatingly tell you: You are
wrong. When we fight against aggression, we do not fight against a
culture and a people. We have no enmity whatsoever towards the
Chinese people. I mention this because on some occasions I find a
different point of view being expressed. If we adopt such a view, we
will be moving in the wrong direction."
On that very day I heard the views of the Chinese leaders on
Peking radio and reminded myself of the Nazi orators of old
Germany. Was I to accept the leadership of such men, claim
spiritual comradeship with them, and believe myself to be a true
communist? Never! I was proud to be a citizen of a country where
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru lived, a country that Nehru guided. I
would not hide my feeling of pride and I displayed it openly in my
speeches on communist platforms.
The indispensable task before us was to explain clearly the
Communist Party's stand on the Chinese aggression to India, the
Indian people, and our international comrades. The local anti-
communists and the new entrants to the political arena, the DMK
men, moved energetically to accomplish the destruction of the
Communists by dubbing them traitors and lackeys of China.
The Communists were ahead of others in adopting resolutions
against Chinese aggression and in mobilizing the people for defence.
All trade unions under Communist influence adopted resolutions
calling on workers to work extra hours and contribute a day's wages
to the defence effort.
At a public meeting held in Vellore, the general secretary of the
DMK, C.N. Annadurai, proclaimed his support to the cause of
national defence. He could have stopped with that. But he went on
to say: "Let no one doubt our condemnation of Chinese aggression.
We do not have any sort of links or attachments to China." It
was a dig at the Communists and I resented it bitterly. It is a sordid
thing for one political party to cast such aspersions on the motives of
another party. While by the resolutions that we passed and the actions
that we initiated we made our stand quite clear, it was very uncivilized
for somebody from another political party to have talked about us